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ARABIC

Paper 3180/01
Composition

Key messages

Overall performance for this series is very good.

Generally, candidates understood the demands of the questions and produced pieces of writing with good
content, well-structured, with good range of vocabulary and variety of sentence lengths and structures. Some
of the pieces were impressive. Weaker performances were mainly due to persistent spelling and grammatical
errors.

A positive aspect that has been observed is the fact that less candidates deviated from the main topic or
wrote irrelevant material. There were very few candidates who wrote an essay instead of a dialogue for
Question 1(c).

As observed in previous years, some candidates used lengthy introductions/conclusions at the expense of
the main topic(s). Some others used learnt clichés for 1(a), 2(a), 2(c), and 2(d). Others have dwelled too long
on narrating the preparations to visit the zoo at the expense of describing it and the activities they have
done. Another observation is the use of extensive metaphors for 2(a) and 2(b) at the expense of the main
topic itself. It has also been observed that few candidates used colloquial language for both sections which
had an impact on their achievement.

As for language, many candidates did well, but there remain issues with language accuracy particularly for
weaker responses, some of which are outlined below.

General comments

The question paper is composed of two main sections, 1 and 2. Section 1 includes three questions (1(a),
1(b), 1(c)) from which candidates select one and write about 120 words. The mark is 15. Section 2 consists
of four questions (2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(d)); the candidates must select one and write about 200 words. The
mark for this section is 30. The total mark for the paper is 45.

As mentioned above, performance for this series was very good overall. Many candidates performed very
well. This is evident in their understanding of the demands of the questions, producing well-structured
pieces, with good style and organisation of ideas, the use of variety of linking words and phrases, mostly
accurate language and adhering to word count. Although weaker responses had good content, the main
issue was in the persistent spelling and grammatical errors which had an impact on candidates’
achievement.

Performance for Section 1 was very good overall. Performance for 1(a) was the best, followed by 1(c), then

by 1(b). Similarly, performance for Section 2 was quite good overall where 2(b) was the best, followed by
2(c), then by 2(d), and finally by 2(a).

Comments on specific questions

Section 1 — Letter, Report, Dialogue or Speech

This section has three options (a), (b), and (c¢). Options 1(a) and 1(c) were the most popular and many
candidates achieved 10 marks and above. Performance was very good overall. Generally, candidates
displayed good writing skills, and only few exceeded the word count. For some candidates with lower
language skills, they were still able to write a letter, speech or a dialogue but their language was
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characterised with many spelling and grammatical errors together with the use of colloquial vocabulary and
phrases.

(a) Candidates are required to write a letter to the head of school asking for leave to visit their
grandparent. This was the most common choice by candidates. Overall performance was very
good. Many candidates adhered to the form of letter writing. Their writing was well-structured, using
a brief introductory paragraph in the form of a greeting and the reason behind writing the letter,
followed by an explanation as to the reason for taking leave from school, and finishing off with
concluding remarks. Most candidates adhered to the word count. Weaker responses were
characterised by lengthy introductions/conclusions at the expense of the main topic in addition to
many spelling and grammatical errors.

(b) The question was about delivering a speech in the ‘book fair where candidates are required to
offer their ideas about improving the school’s library. This was the least common choice by
candidates. All candidates understood the demands of the question and were able to produce a
piece of writing demonstrating their understanding of the elements of writing a speech. Their
content was also relevant.

(c) For this question, candidates are required to write a dialogue with their GP about ways of
maintaining good health. This was the second most popular choice and performance was very
good. Most candidates demonstrated good skills in writing a dialogue, offering relevant ideas with
an ability to construct ‘reported speech’. As for weak performances, the main issue was starting
their dialogue with unnecessary long introductory paragraph together with lack of ideas or
information about maintaining health as well as persistent spelling and grammatical errors. There
were few candidates who did not demonstrate knowledge of writing a dialogue; instead, they wrote
an essay about ‘how to maintain good health’.

Section 2 — Essay

This section contains four options ((a), (b), (¢), (d)). Question 2(c) was the most popular, followed by almost
equal popularity for options 2(a) and 2(d), and 2(b) was the least popular. Overall performance was also
good. Candidates wrote very interesting stories in Question 2(b) and 2(c). Many tried hard to excel, and
others with weaker responses demonstrated limited language skills, as their writing contained persistent
errors in spelling and grammar.

(a) The question is about describing a recent visit to the zoo. This was the third most popular question.
Performance was the lowest for this section, but it is still good. Many candidates performed very
well and used appropriate adjectives and similes. Their description was well-structured, using good
linking words and phrases. Some candidates’ writing tended to be more narrative than descriptive,
dwelling too long on the preparations prior to the visit to the zoo at the expense of describing it and
the activities they have carried out. Very few candidates wrote about a school trip rather than
concentrating on describing the zoo. This demonstrates their misunderstanding of the demands of
the question or the elements of descriptive writing. It must be noted as well that some candidates
forced/exaggerated the use of metaphors and included learnt clichés. This may sometimes have
the adverse effect on the quality of the piece and its natural flow. Very few candidates used the
present tense instead of the past tense to describe this event.

(b) Candidates are required to narrate events about a bird standing daily at their windows then flies
away. They are asked to narrate or find out where the bird has flown to. Although the question was
the least popular, performance was the best for this section. Many candidates were able to narrate
the events using their creativity and imagination. The stories were varied and interesting. Like the
other questions, weaker performances had good content but suffered from persistent spelling and
grammar errors.

(c) This question is about completing a story based on a trigger statement which is about a phone call
from a friend requesting a meeting after two hours, but on arrival to the meeting point one can only
find their friend’s bicycle and bag. This was the most popular. Performance was also very good,
and candidates achieved the second highest performance in this section. Like Question 2(b),
candidates created varied and interesting stories, and most candidates demonstrated their
understanding of the demands of the question as well as their knowledge of narrative writing. There
were few candidates who used lengthy introductions before moving on to the main topic.
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Candidates are required to discuss a topic and present their opinions on the statement that ‘it is
better to start the day with things that they like even if they were not important’. This was the
second most popular choice by candidates. However, candidates did not do as well on this
question, but it is still good overall. Many candidates were able to demonstrate their skills in
debating and arguing. Many had included in their argument supporters and opposers to the
statement offering rationale for each side or giving the pros and cons and finishing off with their
opinions. It has been noted that the lower performance, compared to the other questions, was not
just due to language accuracy but also due to the lack of relevant ideas and illustrations and the
repetitiveness of some of the ideas at different points in the essay.

Language Accuracy

For many candidates, particularly those with lower achievement, the spelling and grammatical errors had
significant impact on their grades. Capturing all the errors is beyond the scope of this report, but the following
is a list of the most common issues observed:

Mistakes in the use of s1gaaally 8)smiall ol cadatlly Juagll ilan ccayail) I cddagayall oLl

Joining or separating the preposition from the definite article: culs ¢ peedll 1€ ¢ jua) o ¢ Jofioad) Ja

Adding ¢ to attached pronouns and to verbs in the first person or missing the ir; the 2d person
feminine form: (s o sal (sl (S ¢ S i

Use of the wrong prepositions with some verbs like e Jail, e ¢l

Adding “alif’ to demonstratives and the comparative particle: ¢SY «&llld ¢laa

Use of | instead of the third person masculine attached pronoun: lsgs, s & Jad

Incorrect use of the non-human plural forms: Al egl.wdaij 39Y) Ll 5 instead of aalll lalieadaly 351 L, A
Incorrect use of the dual and regular masculine plural in an ‘idafa’ construct: a3 ;s agl 235 instead of

OUad) ing agl a5, and daasll (selage instead of dausll silage. Candidates should be made aware that the ( of
the dual and plural form in an ‘idafa’ phrase must drop out.
Many candidates missed the use of the accusative case in sentences containing < and its sisters: g\

Useny ouadie ikl instead of Suess Luaiie ikl oIS, Candidates should be made aware that /< and its sisters
will affect the predicate _.all by making it in the accusative case.

Candidates also made mistakes by not using the accusative case with transitive verbs: ceje s & diaag
instead of Le . s diaas. Candidates should know that transitive verbs attract the accusative case and
that there is no need for using prepositions in these cases: o=y Je < - slad o) instead of slas el
ca ! e 1€ gy (Ul ¢ Liagly oSagins instead of DUl ¢ Laagl Sagiis,

Use of first person singular s or . with verbs like dsil and (Ss: jsagal) coll 18 La8 s €S 3@ instead of
BYSUIA U RN U TP JUI Q-

Several candidates, including high performing ones, used ‘taa’ marbuuta’ 4 instead of ‘haa” 4 :slia <4,
They also used ‘taa’ ambsuuta’ < instead of ‘taa’ marbuuta’ s in words like waila (claale cdlagy culay,

Use on non-emphatic letters instead of emphatic ones: jslue (deia Cag)d ccuall |

Mistakes in ‘idafa’ phrases: 13« lsall Ziaall )3 Candidates should be advised that the first noun of an
‘idafa’ phrase never attracts the definite article.

Confusion in the use of the conjunction sand the connector —s. Candidates should be able to distinguish
between the two.

Errors is subject-verb agreement: as ;o S (a1 s st ¢ sloty el (s,

Incorrect negation of the past tense: Lara o doail of caadiiad ol caS)sdl) &gl A,

Incorrect noun-adjective agreement: luga 53 canli cililggll (eaa ling JSI cdacalyy (53l & dauds o akaes,

Use of the present tense instead of the past to describe past events: L aiuisg 4ials 2] caldl Laie.
Incorrect use of relative pronouns: saUall s3a ug Al Wbl (e i<

Adding the first person attached pronoun to the present tense verb (first person): il @m\
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The use of the same linking word or phrase repeatedly. Candidates should learn a variety of connecting
words and phrases and use them appropriately in context.

Separating the conjunction s from the following word. Candidates should be made aware that the

cannot be written independently or stand alone in a phrase. It must be immediately connected to the
word that follows it, without any space.

Recommendations

Candidates could benefit from training and exercises on the conjugation of the present and past tenses.
Candidates should use negation of tenses as well as of nouns and adjectives accurately.

Candidates should avoid overusing the same linking word/phrase repeatedly. Instead, they should
demonstrate a variety of linking words and phrases and use them appropriately within the context.
Candidates need to practise different writing skills to widen their horizon and have more chances to find
their best option.

Candidates should be encouraged to read the questions in both Arabic and English. This may eliminate
any chance of misunderstanding the prompt or the demand of the question(s).

Candidates could also benefit from planning their writing on the blank page(s), especially for Section B,
where they are required to write more words compared to Section A. Additionally, they should learn
how to balance writing the introduction, body and conclusion, using appropriate linking words or
phrases, and adhering to the word count.

Candidates should avoid using colloquial language as much as possible. This can be achieved through
practice and further reading of different types of texts.

Candidates should be advised to avoid using lengthy introductions and conclusions or learnt phrases.

o5 CAMBRIDGE

International Education © 2025



Cambridge Ordinary Level
3180 Arabic November 2025
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

ARABIC

Paper 3180/02

Translation and Reading
Comprehension

Key messages

e Read each question carefully to fully understand what is being asked before responding.

¢ Ensure accuracy in translation, whether from Arabic to English or vice versa.

e Confirm that answers directly respond to the exam questions as sometimes correct answer is given to the
wrong question.

o List the answers clearly for questions that require 2 or 3 responses to avoid confusion. Copying a big
chuck from the text is considered ‘lifting’ and marks cannot be awarded unless the answers are very
clear.

General comments

The performance of most candidates this year was very good. All the questions were attempted except for
very few. It is evident that candidates read the questions well and understood what is required of them.
Marking the papers had a positive approach in order to acknowledge and reward candidates’ diligence and
good performance.

Comments on specific questions

Section A — Translation
Question 1 — Translation from Arabic into English

A good competency of translating the text from Arabic into English was displayed. Many candidates used
appropriate vocabulary and correct grammatical structures. Often, full sentences were used with correct
spelling, and minor technical errors, which raised the marks. Examples of statements that were translated

with ease in this question were: Ly Ul (s 4P (The merchant bought a house), 33 e\-gi S <" (Many days
passed) and ‘J& 5 (=8 ¥ (he refused and said).

However, there were some challenges in translating certain expressions in the text. For example, the phrase
‘Ul )2l (IS was often translated taking ‘G<", to be a someone’s name rather than as an adjective meaning
‘honest/trustworthy’. Also, the word ‘=% was rarely translated correctly as ‘merchant.’

Another challenge was the phrase ‘3 & ) 8i.Y) &, which only few candidates translated it as ‘his
hometown’ or ‘his town’, most candidates used ‘country’ instead. Finally, the expression ‘ 435 i y 4z g cauliy
Al posed difficulty, and the word ‘wealth’ was very rarely used.

Question 2 — Translation from English into Arabic

Candidates generally performed well in this question. The sentences were short and straightforward which
contributed to the good performance. Examples of statements that were easy to translate were: ‘your Arabic
language’, ‘when you read’ and ‘of the sentence’. However, the following statements were more challenging
to many candidates with varying degrees: ‘vocabulary’, ‘effective ways’, ‘regularly’, ‘look up’ and ‘exchange

letters’. Some candidates had difficulty distinguishing between certain words like ‘Cssa3 (improve), ‘s sk
(develop), and ‘O\ss) (mastery). The word ‘regularly’ caused significant confusion, with many candidates
translating it incorrectly as ‘La sy (daily) or Laily (always). And finally ‘exchange letters’ was sometimes
translated as ‘-2 5~ (letters of the alphabet) rather than as ‘Jits_y (postal letters).
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Section B — Reading Comprehension
Questions 3 — 11
Most candidates answered these questions accurately and confidently. A small number of candidates

provided correct answers but to the wrong questions and very few left some questions unanswered. Marks
were also sometimes lost due to incomplete responses. Here are the comments to the individual questions:

Question 3

Candidates answered the first point as “aul ) 358 el which is an incomplete answer. They must mention
‘ yaal t_'q_)f:’_

Question 4

Candidates must correctly spell the two key words: ‘sli& & 1;1_»4 Candidates who wrote ‘alus’ or ‘elic’
changed the meaning and lost a mark accordingly.

Question 5
Most of the candidates answered this question correctly.
Question 6

Candidates lost a mark for the second point of the answer, when they did not clarify the condition of
s G gl 8 muay which was ‘S8 sl J) sk e 2y 8 jumg ol S,

Question 7

Candidates lost marks when they mentioned ks < sea gansy’ or ‘3_yabaall 3 (add aewy, because these are
examples of rooster’s usual response not a necessary one, which are mentioned in the text as ‘4l &5y,

Question 8
Most of the candidates answered this question correctly.
Question 9

Candidates must mention the key word ‘sle=’ in either both points of the answers or the first point in the
answer to secure the mark as this is the only way that ensures the question is fully understood and the
answer is clear.

Question 10

Answers that stated A yill Zpadll Aleall e 1S5 aula o piall o 8l & and
‘eﬁl\ 3 ‘;_.»;)m Al =Y Jlad 0 ¥ 45 ) s’ lost marks as these examples are in modern times, thus
are not the correct answers to the question.

Question 11

Most candidates provided the correct synonyms or explanations to all 6 words instead of just 3 and by doing
so increased their chances of securing higher marks.
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