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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark
candidate responses for this component.

Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted.
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during
the standardisation process.

Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.

We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers.

This document consists of 17 printed pages.
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General marking principles

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.

1 | Examiners must award marks for each response in line with:

o the specific content defined in the mark scheme
e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions
¢ the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

2 | Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

3 | Examiners must award marks positively. This means that:

e marks are not deducted for errors or omissions

¢ marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate

o the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous.

4 | Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed
instructions correctly.

5 | Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen.

6 | Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in
mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may

not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning
SEEN stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page
correct

x incorrect

x omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence)

? indecipherable / incomprehensible
contradiction
detail
irrelevant
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Annotation Meaning
development
inaccurate language
repetition (of language or content)
BOD benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given)
good language
highlighter
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General Marking Instructions
Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10
units) according to the mark scheme.
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20
units) according to the mark scheme.
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input box. For answers not covered by the mark
scheme, the annotation tool can be used. After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the mark
input box for Language and Spelling.
No There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor.
response
and ‘0’ Award NR (No Response):
marks e If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or
o If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or
e Ifthere is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark).
e For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more information).
Award O:
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or
any working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not.
Batch All scripts must be marked by the date specified.
dates
Crossing | (a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.
out
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work.
Marking | Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark scheme. You will need to consider all alternative
principles | answers and unexpected approaches in candidates’ scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the required elements,
in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks
accordingly.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026

Page 5 of 17



3226/02 Cambridge O Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2026
PUBLISHED
Question Answer Marks Guidance
1 . . . 10
Unit Target Language English Unit
mark
1 @Q‘bbn’m u@g-l mm@n’@m &Gmﬁﬂ One day, K.aVitha who i'S ten 1
. } ) years old, filled a pot with
@b LS LHESTL Iquied compost and sow some
2 1Hm& BN &ev H)g,a,m]m flower seeds in it.
allendHHmaT ASMG6T GleTleutmer.
2 6018 LIR&60&LLIenMUI6L She kept that pot in a safe 1
S6mgl @ D . ) corner in her bedroom.
LITGISMLILITEST eLO660GILIT6oTHIEV
3bhdS CBHMLIg6MIl 606UHDHTET.
3 b NN EMSHGEG H6sT(LOLD She never forgets to water 1
=lb3 .9 @ @Q Q g . these seeds every morning.
SMe06VUTL SH6TTI6UTITT 2SMM 66N
LOMLILIGIEV6M6V.
4 6 Q6NN LD &ITLLIM(Th & She was willing to show them 1
s ) ) DOGILN S @ @, to her mum with pride after
SieUMEMDU CLIGHEMOWITES STLL | they have grown.
Geuctur(RLD 6T631LIG) 66N )|
eI LIULD.
5 Kavitha was disappointed to 1

A UMIMISELHGL! 1601601 (1HLD
3hd N6 eUeINSHG)
&6eNaM6 6@ NGHS JUTHNSHMSE
QBTBS33).

see the seeds had not grown
even after two weeks.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
1 Unit Target Language English Unit
mark
6 &mmm@u_m’@ Qnu_m'ml_m Q&m@] She went to her mother 1
) ) ) ) ) worriedly and asked for the
AHMSIT6T SHITJ6001H60)HSH G&L_Lmer. reason.
7 Q& & EnHES &6T0160tTT. HeLEY The plants need three 1
“?' @, ©% 5 ' r'b_ , essential things which are
2 i, bevev GM GleuedlgsLn water, good compost and
%&]u_l @m@m A& (LN&HEILILD good sunllight and. mothgr
. . , . asked which one is lacking.
stetImILD @eummleL 618 G6MMeUNS
o eneng| eTedimMILD SHTUIMT CHLL M.
8 FMMICHIL Hidldd SHONGT. &6oT Kavitha, who thought for a 1
LT?QI w _ bS5 % . g, gl moment, realised that her
LHESTL196@ M Ceuefésin flower pot is not getting
GIJITQITQJ E163TLIEM S LI umﬂ)gj enough sunlight.
Q& M6TOIL_T6T.
9 She took the flower pot from 1

UHOASTLIgemIIS H6vId Slemmulleot
enmeoule®nal a®S3i5
CoHMLL S0 GMl Qeuailg&Ln
UG @LQLmeidled LMGISHMLILITS
MEUHSIT6N.

the corner of her room and
safely kept it under a sunny
spot in the garden.
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1

Unit

Target Language

English

Unit
mark

10

§ev BHIL&HEHSHGLI L6160 SiHSLI
LHESTLIG (N(geuSILD

&evter1h AL LLEHO&1q ST
Qeuefleund &NBHMEHS

&G Henld Q&T(HSHS60.

After few days, tinny little
plants grew from the flower
pot and made Kavitha feel

happy.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
2 . . . . 20
Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit
mark
Kumar was GLOMT SIS | @GLOMTT &6 1
asking his friends . . o
and neighbours | EBIILIMEMANILILD QgeveoLINmeERN
CHL (BSOS (HHSHM6T | AL
o &6v01(h' LIl LILIGM
to help him with 6o1d Q&evevLILNMTevEN ] ) 1
the search for his 5 , 9l , Y &S SH66G
pet cat, Amber. &ILDLIGG)UG) &émm"@]
a’me"*UUQED@Q SIULIGLUMTEHEMEITIL
SHOHG 2 Hemm) 0
Th6OOTLIMT &H6M6YTLL|LD
GCaL(h&Q&mevulg.
(IHhbSIT60T.
Amber had gone | g ji i MTL_&6m& &L _hd §ev 1
missing for the ,r’b@, &hdl b . Fb@
GumielL L g|. iU
SITEUVITLOCV
GumieiLL gl
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2 Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit
mark
as ‘Amber . ) .
61601 GILILIMLL_T6oT. 6l X16vr601
SIUEHHEG S
5 because of her S SIOL e 1
beautiful Amber S8 ‘gq B QaTHéELD
colour stripes CamB st &Tr6uuILNS S SLOLf
6 ;tha;t(rlr_]kake ?er o | eSuflenen b5 B Car@aen 1
ook like a tiger. ;
g QG N S EGS &nnmmn&&
QaM(H&HGL GLanm .
316U Eh &G
‘SILOLIT 6T63TM)
QWML Lrmedr.
7 :Rgfgm he SLILOUSEED 66T SLJLOLSHEED 1
H6M6TIHSHM6DI. Ui 3HSS
. pren il (166G
8 that Amber will LOLIA : el ) ] 1
return home the ‘g{. , éﬂ@@@ r’b , SN aubg)
next day. 6)]1_@6)@@ @@Lﬂl_‘n 6UbG) Gﬁ]Ggunm am@l
el(Beumen e6a1m) SIeeH
6916018 SHIT60T.
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2 Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit
mark
9 As Amber didn'’t oL i oL ' 1
return, he printed SHLAUT djﬂ@Lﬂlﬁ] . SHALT @@Lﬂm
a leaflet UITSHDHTED SI6U6DT..... UM SH ST
@@ Gl(L NN&THmS | l6UetT DL e
& EIL_L_medr. UL $H6MGU|LD
- Lo . : e
10 with a photo of 1
Amber and his SIDUMET UL HEDSHILD QMeneLGLE
phone number on | $6918) QgTemevGLIS QE0HBSMSILLD
t Qe0é65mBIL|D 2 66L&l
2 66L&l S0 SIETIHL
HIf&n$ms
&S Lmeor.
11 Then he STEBTL Y. ; : STEoTN 1
displayed this mmmr{' QbdS QIGW@U anm”' , ,
sign on some of | II&THMNS Sieuedl ... &M6u016)T1606M6V
the light posts LAl6dT SHLOLIMIG 66D 616010 QGG
&L g )L_L_MedT. SILMRSIW Qs
12 near his house ‘B T601616L 6016V’ 616510 @‘IMGU 1
with a message , , HNp&rSeams
saying ‘Missing’. | @&WS SILMISILI..... Sleust egy
MG QOLHIHNG QE0SHMEG
SIGAYenan Sl(h&leyeren
LAl
&LOLIMRI&6TI6L
&L_lg XL_L_[T6dT.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
2 Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit
mark
phone calls ; : . :
SIEMPLILGOT........... UbHSHET. | 255
. LL,60)6TT6DLLIS
14 from his 601 60)60T60)LL : . 1
neighbours 53l & ‘ w59 &HEUILSHMS &6V
sighting a cat L, 60160160011 QBMmeLGCLIS
similar to his cat. ; : .
&GUD'II_QIT.& ........ | | SIPLILGST
sieaifisefld QGBI | o imaisei_td
Q@b
3IUMIHS
6UIh S 60T.
15 But those cats 63TITED  OUMH& L1 LL60)6TI 6N 6OTITEY O L] 1
were not Amber. é“’, ) %IE)@ S =b ‘94[!)9
iUl @evemev. LL60)601 61T
iU @evemev.
16 The next day, his : 051 6L60T : men 1
mum told Kumar 31@@? b > ) gl .gq@g@ b .
that SMIMM GLomiLLo..... SI6UEIG| SITILIMTIT
FoMOI6TIMIT. GLOMMLLD STedT
GCarnglev
17 she heard some mest CaMmeded o ‘ 1
noises in the Q' ) % @ CoL FSHHMIGHemeNd
garage. FHPHMIGHMENSH CHLL SHNS CoLLBM&d
o (DI6OTITI.
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
2 Unit English Tamil Full sentence Unit
mark
18 | When Kumar GLOMT SIHEMEUIL LM&HSHE | GLTT SiGenels | |
went to check, he _ . L
was surprised. QFIDCLTGI, Si6u6d LT chéh e
LA&eyLn Q&e1pGLTE),
& &ML L T6oT. I6U68T LAGEYLD
SpgeMuiurLm
601.
19 A_mber had given | o;pu.. ... S|LUMT QM) 1
birth to . . , . .
Fea1OI(HbhdHSH/CQUDCDHHEH | SALSHIUI L 6016516
BhHSSI. GL g BN
Canmm&sn
kittens in the i AT
garage. OL1aOeMe.. DODGSHGHS
CoIMDGSi ”
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Question Answer Marks Guidance
3 3

elllnevneyH@GL LNMbhdhren ellwmened gour(y Glguwiul wim
(I, LOLI6TIITITS 6117
afllneomelest &Heuuieussl JaIlD i6U6G LOSHEMID LO&E@HLD

Nenemenden @beu@bLd LML &MeneouNedl(bhdl eUbhSDSHILN 61601601
Q& LIGUMITS611?

1 um&memeouNlsd SHULLL el (BU LML Mi&enend Q&LUIeUTT&en

2 8008 6UMELGHSHAMISHATNED ChI G&eVeUBILILITTS6N

Qe &HaMen gOUTHSEbSHEG WM W 61HESHS CUTMILILSHEmen
610G HCIBHMETUIL_ 1612

1 gall - seoyiy eNlGsse

2 0G0 — 2 6WIEUSHHHEN(HHG 2 6TEn6U CUJEUMLNSHSHED

3 W& - el emLd HWMNGHHeL

2 M EhdH@G Amall al(BRHGLD Cousmnev 6o Qev@eumes
L wiond neNsH@ Q@ &HH6N606m60?

1 gl ellliged Q@he ChpGosveumn afeure afl_lqed @ mhamen.

2 INIUVSHHHON(HHG il snLLummé HnHes (Lolguieledsnev
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

! peNullest SHeusNevilenILLl UMTSHS NLO6VN 6T6d1681 Q& WILSHEMNE Q& LUIGHT6N? 3| gGapeiln csTm)
1 seeNb@ iHHL QgeTmmen QL WIhISEhSSLI
2 LN6HTETIEHFEMED EUTESSMEN Lietefae
3 yepmieuGeon® HMssmen SURMISALD.
4 ¢iglajn QFHMUTHGCLTEL Q(IHhITeN
5 3lbhd QLGN (B Si6Us bhSITHSHMeN

8 | geuigl SMUNBHESG 2 HEUTHMS 2 WIS LSHET 61HSHEMIL 2
2 6001116 & EhSHGSENM 2 L LIL L Ten?
1 Gleul &L
2 §msL oL

9 | CabHish 16SHMBII SH6TMLNGHEN CLAQIIHLATS (LNl QeUBSSHTIHEN? 3
Bt
1 6UlgeU6mLOLIL]
2 eney
3 HMLD

10 | egeumed Quett ‘QeLeV&HSIA’ 616IMI AMWHBLILGHMDTEN? FCHEILD 2| gCsid Qe
Qe MO HED6NS & (1. ONL_LLIMI& @ &SLI

LjerTeM&en

1 @6veHmd HITeUSHLILIGTEL QIYhIGELD.

2 Q6LELGHHET HEMELAT ETEITLIGITEL
3 @evevdgsHansll Um(hU(BLGUET 6T6ITLIGTED
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Language and Spelling
5 o Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate.
(Excellent) | ¢ Varied, precise vocabulary.
¢ Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner.
e Hardly any or no technical errors.
4 e Clear, appropriate language.
(Good) | e Appropriate vocabulary.
e Relevant material from the text is rephrased well.
e Few technical errors.
3 e Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply syntax.
(Adequate) | ¢  Adequate vocabulary.
o Evidence of copying word for word from text.
e  Some technical errors.
2 e Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with some clumsiness.
(Weak) |e Thin vocabulary.
e General reliance on copying from text.
¢ A number of technical errors.
1 e Thin, inappropriate use of language.
(Poor) e Confused and obscure.
e Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur.
e Many errors.
0 ¢ Nothing worthy of credit.
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